
C A b E R n E t  s A u v i g n o n  p E d i g R E E  d i A g R A m

  Basque Country (Spain)         Charente (France)          Gironde (France)          Loire (France)       

  Lot (France)         north-east France or south-west Germany          Tarn (France)         Toscana (Italy)

the discovery of the natural parents of cabernet sauvignon in 1997 opened the new era of 
‘historical genetics’. the reconstruction of this complete pedigree of natural crosses traverses france 
and unexpectedly includes such world-famous varieties as savagnin  (traminer), chenin 
blanc, merlot and cot (malbec). since question marks represent unknown (and probably 
extinct) varieties, the inverse relationships are also possible, so that in theory abouriou , 
morenoa and hondarribi beltza could be the parents rather than – as illlustrated here – 
the offspring (this is not true for sauvignon blanc and chenin blanc because they have been 
shown to be siblings).
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